Quench Not the Spirit

The proper use of the
spirit of prophecy writings in the pulpit

The following quotes are sometimes used to suggest that E.G. White’s writings shouldn’t be used in the
pulpit:

“The words of the Bible and the Bible alone, should be heard from the pulpit.” PK, 626

“But God will have a people upon the earth to maintain the Bible, and the Bible only, as the standard of all
doctrines and the basis of all reforms.” GC 595

The testimonies of Sister White should not be carried to the front. God’s Word is the unerring standard. The
Testimonies are not to take the place of the Word. Great care should be exercised by all believers to advance
these questions carefully, and always stop when you have said enough. Let all prove their positions from the
Scriptures and substantiate every point they claim as truth from the revealed Word of God.--Letter 12, 1890.
{Ev 256.2}

Some would suggest that the proper place of the Spirit of Prophecy writings is in the home, not the
church on Sabbath morning, on the basis of the following statements:

“The volumes of Spirit of Prophecy, and also the Testimonies, should be introduced into every Sabbathkeeping
family, and the brethren should know their value and be urged to read them.” {4T 390.3} (We’ll come back to
this one later, something very important is sometimes left out of this quotation)

“The Testimonies contain instruction which meets the case of all, both parents and children. Should these

be read aloud to the entire family, the children as well as the parents would be benefited by their counsels,
warnings, and reproofs.” {RH, December 26, 1882 par. 20}

What do these statements mean? Let’s begin our study with a look at the prophetic gift in God’s church:

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: ... Joel 2:28

... (When?) — “...before the great and the terrible day of the Lord come.” Joel 2:31

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost.” II Peter 1:21

What did Mrs. White herself say with regard to the origin of her writings?

a. The Testimonies: Those who carefully read the testimonies as they have appeared from the early days,
need not be perplexed as to their origin. The many books, written by the help of the Spirit of God, bear a living



witness to the character of the testimonies.-- Letter 225, 1906. (Published in Selected Messages, book 1, p. 49.)
{3SM 50.3}

b. The Conflict of the Ages Books: Sister White is not the originator of these books. They contain the
instruction that during her lifework God has been giving her. They contain the precious, comforting light that
God has graciously given His servant to be given to the world.--Colporteur Ministry, p. 125. {3SM 50.4}

c. The Articles: I do not write one article in the paper expressing merely my own ideas. They are what God
has opened before me in vision--the precious rays of light shining from the throne.--Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 67.
{3SM 50.5}

d. The Letters (testimonies): Weak and trembling, I arose at three o’clock in the morning to write to you.
God was speaking through clay. You may say that this communication was only a letter. Yes, it was a letter, but
prompted by the Spirit of God, to bring before your minds things that had been shown me. In these letters which
I write, in the testimonies I bear, I am presenting to you that which the Lord has presented to me.--Testimonies,
vol. 5, p. 67. {3SM 50.6}

I take no credit of ability in myself to write the articles in the paper or to write the books which I publish.
Certainly I could not originate them. I have been receiving light for the last forty-five years and I have been
communicating the light given me of Heaven to our people as well as to all whom I could reach. {1888 620.1}
(From a letter written March 10,1890)

Same Author in both the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy —

Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the
same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. But the
manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of
wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another
the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another
discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these
worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. I Corinthians 12:4-11

The Holy Ghost is the author of the Scriptures and of the Spirit of Prophecy. These are not to be twisted and
turned to mean what man may want them to mean, to carry out man’s ideas and sentiments, to carry forward
man’s schemes at all hazards.--Letter 92, 1900. {3SM 30.3}

Not One Heretical Sentence.--1 am now looking over my diaries and copies of letters written for several years
back. . . . I have the most precious matter to reproduce and place before the people in testimony form. While

I am able to do this work, the people must have things to revive past history, that they may see that there is one
straight chain of truth, without one heretical sentence, in that which I have written. This, I am instructed, is to be
a living letter to all in regard to my faith.--Letter 329a, 1905. {3SM 52.2}

An Authoritative Source in Establishing Doctrine — Ephesians 4:11-13

Often we remained together until late at night, and sometimes through the entire night, praying for light and
studying the Word. Again and again these brethren came together to study the Bible, in order that they might
know its meaning, and be prepared to teach it with power. When they came to the point in their study where
they said, “We can do nothing more,” the Spirit of the Lord would come upon me, I would be taken off in
vision, and a clear explanation of the passages we had been studying would be given me, with instruction as to



how we were to labor and teach effectively. Thus light was given that helped us to understand the scriptures in
regard to Christ, His mission, and His priesthood. A line of truth extending from that time to the time when we
shall enter the city of God, was made plain to me, and I gave to others the instruction that the Lord had given
me. {ISM 206-207}

Our first conference was at Volney in Bro. Arnold’s barn. There were about thirty-five present, all that could
be collected in that part of the State. There were hardly two agreed. Each was strenuous for his views, declaring
that they were according to the Bible. All were anxious for an opportunity to advance their sentiments, or to
preach to us. They were told that we had not come so great a distance to hear them, but had come to teach
them the truth. Bro. Arnold held that the 1000 years of Rev. xx were in the past; and that the 144,000 were
those raised at Christ’s resurrection. And as we had the emblem of our dying Lord before us, and was about
to commemorate his sufferings, Bro. A. arose and said he had no faith in what we were about to do; that the
Sacrament was a continuation of the Passover, to be observed but once a year.

These strange differences of opinion rolled a heavy weight upon me, especially as Bro. A. spoke of the 1000
years being in the past. I knew that he was in error, and great grief pressed my spirits; for it seemed to me that
God was dishonored. I fainted under the burden. Brethren Bates, Chamberlain, Gurney, Edson, and my husband,
prayed for me. Some feared I was dying. But the Lord heard the prayers of his servants, and I revived. The light
of Heaven rested upon me. I was soon lost to earthly things. My accompanying angel presented before me some
of the errors of those present, and also the truth in contrast with their errors. That these discordant views, which
they claimed to be according to the Bible, were only according to their opinion of the Bible, and that their errors
must be yielded, and they unite upon the third angel’s message. Our meeting ended victoriously. Truth gained
the victory. {2SG 97-99}

Message for the World as well as the church

...”Christ’s Object Lessons” is to live and do its appointed work, but not all the thought and effort of God’s
people are to be given to its circulation. The larger books, “Patriarchs and Prophets,” “Great Controversy,”
and “Desire of Ages,” should be sold everywhere. These books contain truth for this time,--truth that is to be
proclaimed in all parts of the world. Nothing is to hinder their sale. {RH, January 20, 1903 par. 5}

...The Lord has declared that these books are to be scattered throughout the world. There is in them truth which
to the receiver is a savor of life unto life. They are silent witnesses for God. In the past they have been the
means in his hands of convicting and converting many souls. Many have read them with eager expectation, and,
by reading them, have been led to see the efficacy of Christ’s atonement, and to trust in its power. They have
been led to commit the keeping of their souls to their Creator, waiting and hoping for the coming of the Saviour
to take his loved ones to their eternal home. In the future, these books are to make the gospel plain to many
others, revealing to them the way of salvation. {RH, January 20, 1903 par. 8}

Take the books to business men, to teachers of the gospel, whose minds have not been called to the special
truths for this time. The message is to be given “in the highways,”--to men who take an active part in the
world’s work, to the teachers and leaders of the people. Thousands can be reached in the most simple, humble
way. The most intellectual, those who are looked upon as the world’s most gifted men and women, are often
refreshed by the simple words of one who loves God, and who can speak of that love as naturally as the
worldling speaks of the things that interest him most deeply. Often the words well prepared and studied have
but little influence. But the true, honest expression of a son or daughter of God, spoken in natural simplicity, has
power to open the door to hearts that have long been closed against Christ and his love. {RH, January 20, 1903



par. 11}

Another look at this quote from page 1, with the rest of the paragraph...

“The volumes of Spirit of Prophecy, and also the Testimonies, should be introduced into every Sabbathkeeping
family, and the brethren should know their value and be urged to read them. It was not the wisest plan to place
these books at a low figure and have only one set in a church. They should be in the library of every family and
read again and again. Let them be kept where they can be read by many, and let them be worn out in being read
by all the neighbors.” {4T 390.3}

Yet, not everything is for everyone... (Both in the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy)

Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under
their feet, and turn again and rend you. Matthew 7:6

And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? He answered and said
unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not
given. Matthew 13:10-11

There are matters in the Testimonies that are written, not for the world at large, but for the believing children
of God, and it is not appropriate to make instruction, warning, reproof, or counsel of this character public to the
world. The world’s Redeemer, the Sent of God, the greatest Teacher the children of men ever knew, presented
some matters of instructions, not to the world, but to his disciples alone. While he had communications designed
for the multitudes that thronged his steps, he also had some special light and instruction to impart to his
followers, which he did not impart to the great congregation, as it would neither be understood nor appreciated
by them. He sent his disciples forth to preach, and when they returned from their first missionary labor, and
had various experiences to relate concerning their success in preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, he
said unto them, “Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest awhile.” In a place of seclusion, Jesus
imparted to his followers such instruction, counsel, cautions, and corrections as he saw were needed in their
manner of work; but the instruction he then gave was not to be thrown broadcast to the promiscuous company;
for his words were designed for his disciples only. {RH, August 22, 1893 par. 4}

Should any distinction be made between the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy?

The testimonies of Sister White should not be carried to the front. God’s Word is the unerring standard. The
Testimonies are not to take the place of the Word. Great care should be exercised by all believers to advance
these questions carefully, and always stop when you have said enough. Let all prove their positions from the
Scriptures and substantiate every point they claim as truth from the revealed Word of God.--Letter 12, 1890.
{Ev 256.2}

Our position and faith is in the Bible. And never do we want any soul to bring in the Testimonies ahead of the
Bible. --Manuscript 7, 1894. {Ev 256.3}

When God’s word is studied, comprehended, and obeyed, a bright light will be reflected to the world; new
truths, received and acted upon, will bind us in strong bonds to Jesus. The Bible, and the Bible alone, is to be
our creed, the sole bond of union; all who bow to this holy word will be in harmony. Our own views and ideas



must not control our efforts. Man is fallible, but God’s word is infallible. Instead of wrangling with one another,
let men exalt the Lord. Let us meet all opposition as did our Master, saying, “It is written.” Let us lift up the
banner on which is inscribed, The Bible our rule of faith and discipline. {RH, December 15, 1885 par. 16}

Not to Supersede Bible--The Spirit was not given-- nor can it ever be bestowed--to supersede the Bible; for
the Scriptures explicitly state that the Word of God is the standard by which all teaching and experience must
be tested. . . . Isaiah declares, “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them” (Isa. 8:20).--The Great Controversy, Introduction, p. vii. {3SM 30.5}

Not for the Purpose of Giving New Light.-- Brother J would confuse the mind by seeking to make it appear
that the light God has given through the Testimonies is an addition to the Word of God, but in this he presents
the matter in a false light. 3SM 30-31

The Distinction in Sharper Focus: Great Light — Lesser Light

The Lord has sent his people much instruction, line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little, and there
a little. Little heed is given to the Bible, and the Lord has given a lesser light to lead men and women to the
greater light. O, how much good would be accomplished if the books containing this light were read with
a determination to carry out the principles they contain! There would be a thousandfold greater vigilance, a
thousandfold more self-denial and resolute effort. And many more would now be rejoicing in the light of present
truth. {RH, January 20, 1903 par. 9}

What does this mean? - Not Less Important...

“In ancient times God spoke to men by the mouth of prophets and apostles. In these days He speaks to them
by the testimonies of His Spirit. There was never a time when God instructed His people more earnestly than He
instructs them now concerning His will and the course that He would have them pursue.” [VOL. 4, PP. 147, 148
(1876).] {ST 661.1}

What does “Lesser Light” mean?

The Word of God is sufficient to enlighten the most beclouded mind, and may be understood by those who
have any desire to understand it. But notwithstanding all this, some who profess to make the Word of God their
study, are found living in direct opposition to its plainest teachings. Then, to leave men and women without
excuse, God gives plain and pointed testimonies, bringing them back to the Word that they have neglected
to follow. The Word of God abounds in general principles for the formation of correct habits of living, and
the Testimonies, general and personal, have been calculated to call their attention more especially to these
principles.--Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 663, 664. (1889) {Ev 256-257}

“The Lord designs to warn you, to reprove, to counsel, through the testimonies given, and to impress your
minds with the importance of the truth of His word. The written testimonies are not to give new light, but to
impress vividly upon the heart the truths of inspiration already revealed. Man’s duty to God and to his fellow
man has been distinctly specified in God’s word, yet but few of you are obedient to the light given. Additional
truth is not brought out; but God has through the Testimonies simplified the great truths already given and in His
own chosen way brought them before the people to awaken and impress the mind with them, that all may be left
without excuse. {5T 665.1}



A helpful explanation - “Do We Discard the Bible by Endorsing the Visions?”

“Suppose we are about to start upon a voyage. The owner of the vessel gives us a book of directions, telling us
that it contains instructions sufficient for our whole journey, and that if we will heed them, we shall reach in
safety our port of destination.

Setting sail, we open our book to learn its contents. We find that the author lays down general principles to
govern us in our voyage, and instructs us as far as practicable, touching the various contingencies that may
arise, till the end; but he also tells us that the latter part of our journey will be especially perilous; that the
features of the coast are ever changing by reason of quicksands and tempests; “but for this part of the journey,”
says he, “I have provided you a pilot, who will meet you, and give you such directions as the surrounding
circumstances and dangers may require; and to him you must give heed.”

With these directions we reach the perilous time specified, and the pilot, according to promise, appears. But
some of the crew, as he offers his services, rise up against him. “We have the original book of directions,” say
they, “and that is enough for us. We stand upon that, and that alone; we want nothing of you.”

“Who now heed that original book of directions? those who reject the pilot, or those who receive him, as that
book instructs them? Judge ye.

But some . . . may meet us at this point like this: “Then you would have us take Sister White as our pilot, would
you?”

It is to forestall any efforts in this direction that this sentence is penned. We say no such thing. What we do say
is distinctly this: that the gifts of the Spirit are given for our pilot through these perilous times, and wherever
and in whomsoever we find genuine manifestations of these, we are bound to respect them, nor can we do
otherwise without insofar rejecting the Word of God, which directs us to receive them. Who now stand upon the
Bible, and the Bible alone? Editorial by Uriah Smith: “Do We Discard the Bible by Endorsing the Visions?”
RH Jan. 13, 1863 (2 BIO 25)

“The Rest of the Journey...”

When Elder Campbell asked her if she had any light as to whether she would live till Jesus returned, she
replied that she had no light on the matter. When he expressed his concern as to the welfare of the cause in her
absence, she quietly replied, “The Lord is perfectly able to take care of His cause.” He then asked whether in the
event she was called to her rest, another would be raised up to take her place. Several of her books were lying
on the writing table attached to her chair. Campbell reports that “she spread her hands over them, and said that
in those books was outlined the information needed by our people for the rest of the journey.” She chose to go
no further in comment regarding a possible successor.--DF 108, M. N. Campbell, “Report of an Interview With
Sister White,” Feb. 3, 1943. {6BIO 404.3}

Another Helpful Explanation

“The moon is called in Scripture the ‘lesser light’. We know that it shines with ‘borrowed light’ from the sun.
But this does not make the moon any less ‘authoritative.’ It has its sphere and its appointed task in God’s
creation. So when Ellen White uses this term to describe her work, she is not just being modest or humble; she
is not saying that she is a second-class prophet; she is not saying that her messages are of a less important or
less urgent nature than those of the Biblical prophets. Rather, she is emphasizing the function of her role and



her messages. The work of any one prophet cannot be compared to the cumulative light that shines across the
centuries from the many prophets whose works are found in the Holy Scriptures. But the source of her ministry
is the same as theirs, and while her work was primarily for the Seventh-day Adventist church, this in no wise
diminishes the importance of her role to that people. . . . She is one and the canonical prophets are many. But
both she and they were commissioned by the Holy Spirit to accomplish specific tasks for God’s people. It is
important to discern the distinctive function of both.” (Roy F. Graham, “How the Gift of Prophecy Relates to
God’s Word.” Adventist Review, Oct. 14, 1982, pp. 16, 18)

Scriptural Principle: The spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. I Cor. 14:32

Purpose of “Lesser Light”

I recommend to you, dear reader, the Word of God as the rule of your faith and practice. By that Word we are

to be judged. God has, in that Word, promised to give visions in the “last days”; not for a new rule of faith, but
for the comfort of His people, and to correct those who err from Bible truth. Thus God dealt with Peter when He
was about to send him to preach to the Gentiles.--A Sketch of the Christian Experience and Views of Ellen G.
White, p. 64 (1851). (Reprinted in Early Writings, p. 78.) {3SM 29.1}

The Lord desires you to study your Bibles. He has not given any additional light to take the place of His Word.
This light is to bring confused minds to His Word, which, if eaten and digested, is as the lifeblood of the soul.
Then good works will be seen as light shining in darkness.-- Letter 130, 1901. {3SM 29.2}

What about quoting Mrs. White in the Pulpit?

Another look at this quotation:
“The words of the Bible and the Bible alone, should be heard from the pulpit.” PK, 626

NOTE: [If Mrs. White truly meant by these words that nothing but the Bible should be quoted in the pulpit, than
there would be no place for any sermonizing whatsoever, and only scripture readings should take place in our
pulpits. A look at how Mrs. White herself applied the counsel is very helpful.

Did Mrs. White encourage the reading of her material from the pulpit?

In addition to the work on Historical Sketches, there were editing and typing of testimonies to individuals,
preparing and duplicating addresses to be read at camp meetings in America, and sending Ellen White’s
sermons and other articles for publication in the Review and Signs of the Times. {D.A. Delafield, Ellen G.
White in Europe, p. 256}

Ellen White’s room in the Hedin house was furnished with a convenient writing desk, and as usual she spent
part of her time working on manuscripts and letters. She made some additions to her sermons given at the
European Council in Basel. Then she forwarded them to Mary K. White with instruction that Mary should copy
them and mail them on to the president of the General Conference, George 1. Butler, to be read to the delegates
at the upcoming General Conference session at Battle Creek. {ibid. 111.2}

Oftentimes I have been commissioned to carry testimonies to meetings to be read at the most appropriate
time, or not to be read, as seemed best. Sometimes | have been given messages to leading workers to be



delivered under certain conditions. Sometimes I have been given messages with instruction not to deliver
them if conditions had changed, or if it seemed that the time had not come.— (W.C. White) 30 WCW, p. 598-
599.{5BIO 336}

Only as God had revealed it to her could Ellen White have known that pantheistic teachings would be
presented at the General Conference session. She was led to write and send in advance an article to be read
entitled “The True Relation of God and Nature.” At the Tuesday-morning meeting, February 21, as the health
message was being discussed at the session, Dr. Kellogg declared that he would be glad to hear from Dr. E. J.
Waggoner and W. W. Prescott “on this question of healthful living,” for both had been giving interesting and
helpful talks at the Sanitarium. As Waggoner spoke, he did so in the framework of pantheistic philosophy,
which carried apparent support of at least a part of the audience. Some days later the mail brought Ellen White’s
message, which was read to the session on Sabbath afternoon, March 4. {4BIO 402.1}

Her own account: [ am quite comfortable today. Wrote many pages to send to Battle Creek to be read
during the week of prayer. We rode out to Norwichtown, Conn., three miles. Purchased cloth shoes, for my
feet are cold and I dare not continue to have them cold. I was pleased to get back to my place where I was
entertained. I spoke in the evening from John 14. “If ye love me keep my commandments,” etc. There was not a
large number present. I had a measure of freedom in speaking. Brother Robinson and Farman came to this place
last night at eleven o’clock.--Ms. 49, 1890, p. 3 (Diary 16, p. 347). {MR1033 34.2}

Some phases of correspondence must wait. “I have been so fully occupied with urgent writing,” she told old
friends, Elder and Mrs. Haskell, “that I have not found time to answer letters. We are looking over my writings,
and preparing matter to be read at our camp meetings at Los Angeles and Denver.”--Letter 250, 1907. And a day
or two later she wrote to Edson: {6BIO 134.4}

Week of Prayer Reading on Sabbath: With Sara, Ellen White arrived back in Battle Creek on Tuesday
afternoon, December 30, 1890, at three o’clock. Soon she was introduced to encouraging news. The Week of
Prayer reading she had written had been read in the Tabernacle on Sabbath, December 27, the closing day of the
special event. With joy she recorded in her diary the reports that came to her: {3BIO 470.1}

The article I had written, published in the Extra, was read, and the power of the Spirit of the Lord sent the truth
home to many hearts. No one could doubt that the Lord witnessed to the words written for the benefit of the
church. Hearts were deeply stirred and remarks were made by Elder Prescott and others. {3BIO 470.2}

Elder Prescott confessed that he had not taken the course he should have taken in Battle Creek. He went far
back to Minneapolis and acknowledged he did not have the true discernment there, and since that time he had
not said much, but he had talked with Elder Smith and a few others. He made thorough work. Elder Smith stated
that the testimony in the Extra was meant for him. He accepted it as reproof to him.--MS 54, 1890. {3BIO
470.3}

Some Examples of material to be read at church meetings:

(The following footnote appears at the bottom of page 217 in Testimonies, Vol. 5) —



THIS APPEAL WAS WRITTEN AT HEALDSBURG, CALIFORNIA, MAY 30, 1882, TO BE READ AT THE
CAMP MEETINGS. IT PRESENTS WARNINGS AND INSTRUCTION WHICH THE WRITER, BEING
ABSENT IN PERSON, FELT URGED TO GIVE TO THE CHURCH. FOR THE BENEFIT OF THOSE
WHO WERE NOT PRESENT AT THOSE MEETINGS, AND ALSO FOR ALL WHO MAY DESIRE TO
PRESERVE IT IN PERMANENT FORM, IT IS INSERTED HERE.]

(Here are the first few paragraphs of this statement to be read at “The camp meetings”.)

I am filled with sadness when I think of our condition as a people. The Lord has not closed heaven to us,
but our own course of continual backsliding has separated us from God. Pride, covetousness, and love of the
world have lived in the heart without fear of banishment or condemnation. Grievous and presumptuous sins
have dwelt among us. And yet the general opinion is that the church is flourishing and that peace and spiritual
prosperity are in all her borders.

The church has turned back from following Christ her Leader and is steadily retreating toward Egypt. Yet
few are alarmed or astonished at their want of spiritual power. Doubt, and even disbelief of the testimonies of
the Spirit of God, is leavening our churches everywhere. Satan would have it thus. Ministers who preach self
instead of Christ would have it thus. The testimonies are unread and unappreciated. God has spoken to you.
Light has been shining from His word and from the testimonies, and both have been slighted and disregarded.
The result is apparent in the lack of purity and devotion and earnest faith among us.

Let each put the question to his own heart: “How have we fallen into this state of spiritual feebleness and
dissension? Have we not brought upon ourselves the frown of God because our actions do not correspond
with our faith? Have we not been seeking the friendship and applause of the world rather than the presence
of Christ and a deeper knowledge of His will?”” Examine your own hearts, judge your own course. Consider
what associates you are choosing. Do you seek the company of the wise, or are you willing to choose worldly
associates, companions who fear not God and obey not the gospel? {5T 217-218} (Continues through to page
35)

(The Following excerpt is taken from Manuscript 125, 1907. [Written from Sanitarium, Calif., July 4, 1907,
designated “to be read in Battle Creek, Oakland, Chicago, and other large churches.”] [MR 900.21]. You can
also read this in Sermons and Talks, Vol. 1, starting on page 384)

Any man who seeks to present theories which would lead us from the light that has come to us on the
ministration in the heavenly sanctuary should not be accepted as a teacher. A true understanding of the sanctuary
question means much to us as a people. When we were earnestly seeking the Lord for light on that question,
light came. In vision I was given such a view of the heavenly sanctuary and the ministration connection with the
Holy Place, that for many days I could not speak of it.

I know from the light that God has given me that there should be a revival of the messages that have been
given in the past, because men will seek to bring in new theories and will try to prove that these theories are
Scriptural, whereas they are error which if allowed a place will undermine faith in the truth. We are not to
accept these suppositions and pass them along as truth. No, no. We must not move from the platform of truth on
which we have been established.

There will always be those who are seeking for something new and who stretch and strain the Word of
God to make it support their ideas and theories. Let us, brethren, take the things that God has given us, and
which His Spirit has taught us is truth, and believe them, leaving alone those theories which His Spirit has not



endorsed. {1SAT 386-387}

The Biblical Basis for all of this: 1 Corinthians 12:28 & Ephesians 4:11-13

Did Mrs. White contradict herself?

The words of the Bible and the Bible alone, should be heard from the pulpit. PK, 626

The answer: To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no
light in them. Isaiah 8:20 Thus, the answer is, “No, she did not contradict herself.” It is the teachings of the
Bible that must pervade all teaching and preaching.

The testimonies of Sister White should not be carried to the front. God’s Word is the unerring standard. The
Testimonies are not to take the place of the Word. Great care should be exercised by all believers to advance
these questions carefully, and always stop when you have said enough. Let all prove their positions from the
Scriptures and substantiate every point they claim as truth from the revealed Word of God.--Letter 12, 1890.
{Ev 256.2}

Our position and faith is in the Bible. And never do we want any soul to bring in the Testimonies ahead of the
Bible. --Manuscript 7, 1894. {Ev 256.3}

Another Helpful Qualifier

In public labor do not make prominent, and quote that which Sister White has written, as authority to sustain
your positions. To do this will not increase faith in the testimonies. Bring your evidences, clear and plain, from
the Word of God. A “Thus saith the Lord” is the strongest testimony you can possibly present to the people. Let
none be educated to look to Sister White, but to the mighty God, who gives instruction to Sister White.--Letter
11, 1894. {3SM 29-30}

What’s Going On Behind the Scenes of This Controversy?

Proverbs 29:18 — “Where there is no vision, the people perish”
“Satan is ... constantly pressing in the spurious — to lead away from the truth. The very last deception of Satan
will be to make of none effect the testimony of the Spirit of God.” 1 SM 48

“Satan cannot have so clear a track to bring in his deceptions and bind up souls in his delusions if the warning
and reproofs and counsels of the Spirit of God are heeded.” 1 SM 48

“Satan will work ingeniously...” 1 SM 48

An Amazing Experience:

Both of the testimonies were read without comment. As Elder Daniells read on, page after page, a number
in the large Tabernacle audience could not help but note how accurately they described the words and attitudes
witnessed just the night before as Dr. Kellogg addressed Sanitarium leaders. It was nine o’clock when Daniells
finished reading the sixteen pages of the two documents. “It seemed to me as I read,” he wrote the next day,
“that I never felt the burning power of words reaching my own soul as these.”--AGD to G. A. Irwin, Dec. 27,



1905. {6BIO 71.2}

Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper. II Chronicles
20:20

... When the son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? Luke 18:8

And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. Revelation 12:17

... The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. Revelation 19:10

Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.
Revelation 14:12



