
Lightning Speed!

I.  Something Big!

And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the 
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.  For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which 
go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of 
God Almighty.”  Revelation 16:13-14

“Spiritualism is about to take the world captive.” Evangelism 602

“Satan has long been preparing for his final effort to deceive the world. The foundation of his work was laid by 
the assurance given to Eve in Eden: “Ye shall not surely die.” “In the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” Genesis 3:4, 5. Little by little he has prepared the way 
for his masterpiece of deception in the development of spiritualism.”  Great Controversy 561

“A train of cars was shown me, going with the speed of lightning. The angel bade me look carefully. I fixed my 
eyes upon the train. It seemed that the whole world was on board, that there could not be one left. Said 
the angel, “They are binding in bundles ready to burn.” Then he showed me the conductor, who appeared like 
a stately, fair person, whom all the passengers looked up to and reverenced. I was perplexed and asked my 
attending angel who it was.  He said, “It is Satan. He is the conductor in the form of an angel of light. He has 
taken the world captive. They are given over to strong delusions, to believe a lie, that they may be damned. This 
agent, the next highest in order to him, is the engineer, and other of his agents are employed in different offices as 
he may need them, and they are all going with lightning speed to perdition.”  {EW 88.2}

Could this affect even Seventh-day Adventists?
“The prince of darkness, who has so long bent the powers of his mastermind to the work of deception, skillfully 
adapts his temptations to men of all classes and conditions. To persons of culture and refinement he presents 
spiritualism in its more refined and intellectual aspects, and thus succeeds in drawing many into his snare.”  GC 
553-554

    Among the most successful agencies of the great deceiver are the delusive doctrines and lying wonders of 
Spiritualism. Disguised as an angel of light, he spreads his nets where least suspected.  {4SP 347.2}

“…Few have any idea as to what will be the manifestations of Spiritualism in the future.”  Evangelism 603

A Serious Danger
“There are few who have any just conception of the deceptive power of spiritualism and the danger of coming 
under its influence.”  GC 558

“Let them once be induced to submit their minds to his direction, and he holds them captive. It is impossible, in 
their own strength, to break away from the bewitching, alluring spell. Nothing but the power of God, granted in 
answer to the earnest prayer of faith, can deliver these ensnared souls.”  GC 558



“Ministers inspired of Satan can eloquently dress up this hideous monster, hide its deformity, and make it appear 
beautiful to many. But it comes so direct from his Satanic majesty, that all who have to do with it, he claims as 
his to control, for they have ventured upon forbidden ground, and have forfeited the protection of their Maker.”  
{4bSG 103.1}

“When poor souls have been fascinated with the eloquent words of the teachers of Spiritualism, and they have 
yielded to its influence, and afterward found out its deadly character, and would renounce and flee from it, some 
cannot. Satan holds them by his power, and he is not willing to let them go free. He knows that they are surely 
his while he has them under his special control.”  {4bSG 103.2}  (NOTE: They can be released from Satan’s 
power – we’ll find out how at the end of this study.)

A Frightening Situation: Those Under It’s Influence Don’t Even Know It!
I saw that those who are under the bewitching influence of spiritualism know it not. You have been charmed and 
mesmerized, yet you do not know it, and therefore do not make the least effort to come to the light.  {1T 428.3}

Characteristics of Modern Spiritualism
I.  Blatant Spiritualism

“A belief that departed spirits hold intercourse with mortals usually through a medium by means of rapping and 
other physical phenomena or during abnormal mental states (as trances)” Webster’s Third New International 
Dictionary, unabridged, 1971 

     A.  You Shall Not Surely Die
           

The magicians of heathen times have their counterpart in the spiritualistic mediums, the clairvoyants, and 
the fortune-tellers of today. The mystic voices that spoke at Endor and at Ephesus are still by their lying 
words misleading the children of men. Could the veil be lifted from before our eyes, we should see evil 
angels employing all their arts to deceive and to destroy. Wherever an influence is exerted to cause men 
to forget God, there Satan is exercising his bewitching power. When men yield to his influence, ere they 
are aware the mind is bewildered and the soul polluted. The apostle’s admonition to the Ephesian church 
should be heeded by the people of God today: “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them.” Ephesians 5:11.  {AA 290.2}

B.	 Ye Shall Be as God

Satan beguiles men now as he beguiled Eve in Eden by flattery, by kindling a desire to obtain forbidden 
knowledge, by exciting ambition for self-exaltation. It was cherishing these evils that caused his fall, and 
through them he aims to compass the ruin of men. “Ye shall be as gods,” he declares, “knowing good and 
evil.” Genesis 3:5.  {GC 554.1}

I was directed to this scripture as especially applying to modern spiritualism: Colossians 2:8: “Beware lest 
any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ.”...  {2MCP 723.2}



“Vain deceit” fills the minds of poor mortals. They think there is such power in themselves to accomplish 
great works that they realize no necessity of a higher power. Their principles and faith are “after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”  {2MCP 723.3}

II.  Veiled Spiritualism

     A.  You Shall Not Surely Die

	 False Love:

     It is true that spiritualism is now changing its form and, veiling some of its more objectionable features, is 
assuming a Christian guise. But its utterances from the platform and the press have been before the public for 
many years, and in these its real character stands revealed. These teachings cannot be denied or hidden.  {GC 
557.2}
     Even in its present form, so far from being more worthy of toleration than formerly, it is really a more 
dangerous, because a more subtle, deception. While it formerly denounced Christ and the Bible, it now professes 
to accept both. But the Bible is interpreted in a manner that is pleasing to the unrenewed heart, while its solemn 
and vital truths are made of no effect. Love is dwelt upon as the chief attribute of God, but it is degraded to a 
weak sentimentalism, making little distinction between good and evil. God’s justice, His denunciations of sin, the 
requirements of His holy law, are all kept out of sight. The people are taught to regard the Decalogue as a dead 
letter. Pleasing, bewitching fables captivate the senses and lead men to reject the Bible as the foundation of their 
faith. Christ is as verily denied as before; but Satan has so blinded the eyes of the people that the deception is not 
discerned.  {GC 558.1}

	 1.  Weak Sentimentalism

	      Deemphasis of Doctrine
Those who oppose the teachings of spiritualism are assailing, not men alone, but Satan and his angels. 
They have entered upon a contest against principalities and powers and wicked spirits in high places. 
Satan will not yield one inch of ground except as he is driven back by the power of heavenly messengers. 
The people of God should be able to meet him, as did our Saviour, with the words: “It is written.” 
Satan can quote Scripture now as in the days of Christ, and he will pervert its teachings to sustain his 
delusions. Those who would stand in this time of peril must understand for themselves the testimony 
of the Scriptures.  {GC 559.2}

The popular ministry cannot successfully resist spiritualism. They have nothing wherewith to shield 
their flocks from its baleful influence. Much of the sad result of spiritualism will rest upon ministers of 
this age; for they have trampled the truth under their feet, and in its stead have preferred fables.  {Mar 
166.3}

	      Music (Keep in mind, holy flesh connected with spiritualism – Letter 79, 1905, Maranatha, p. 134)
The things you have described as taking place in Indiana, the Lord has shown me would take place just 
before the close of probation. Every uncouth thing will be demonstrated. There will be shouting, with 



drums, music, and dancing. The senses of rational beings will become so confused that they cannot be 
trusted to make right decisions. And this is called the moving of the Holy Spirit.  {2SM 36.2}

I will not go into all the painful history; it is too much. But last January the Lord showed me that 
erroneous theories and methods would be brought into our camp meetings, and that the history of the 
past would be repeated. I felt greatly distressed. I was instructed to say that at these demonstrations 
demons in the form of men are present, working with all the ingenuity that Satan can employ to 
make the truth disgusting to sensible people; that the enemy was trying to arrange matters so that the 
camp meetings, which have been the means of bringing the truth of the third angel’s message before 
multitudes, should lose their force and influence.  {2SM 37.3}

Justice & Denunciations of Sin Kept Out of Sight
Spiritualism asserts that men are unfallen demigods; that “each mind will judge itself”; that “true 
knowledge places men above all law”; that “all sins committed are innocent”; for “whatever is, is 
right,” and “God doth not condemn.” The basest of human beings it represents as in heaven, and highly 
exalted there. Thus it declares to all men, “It matters not what you do; live as you please, heaven is your 
home.” Multitudes are thus led to believe that desire is the highest law, that license is liberty, and that 
man is accountable only to himself.  {Mar 146.2}

Requirements of Holy Law Kept Out of Sight – Example: Healing
Through spiritualism, Satan appears as a benefactor of the race, healing the diseases of the people and 
professing to present a new and more exalted system of religious faith; but at the same time he works 
as a destroyer. His temptations are leading multitudes to ruin. Intemperance dethrones reason; sensual 
indulgence, strife, and bloodshed follow.  {CH 460.1}
(Another Example: Sabbath – You don’t have to keep it, you get to keep it)

	      Hearing Voices
For thousands of years Satan has been experimenting upon the properties of the human mind, and he 
has learned to know it well. By his subtle workings in these last days he is linking the human mind with 
his own, imbuing it with his thoughts; and he is doing this work in so deceptive a manner that those 
who accept his guidance know not that they are being led by him at his will. The great deceiver hopes 
so to confuse the minds of men and women that none but his voice will be heard.-- Letter 244, 1907.  
{MM 111.2}

Among the most successful agencies of the great deceiver are the delusive teachings and lying 
wonders of spiritualism. Disguised as an angel of light, he spreads his nets where least suspected. 
If men would but study the Book of God with earnest prayer that they might understand it, they 
would not be left in darkness to receive false doctrines. But as they reject the truth they fall a prey to 
deception.  {GC 524.1}

B.	 Ye Shall Be as God

Innate Power

Life Mastery, Etc.



.... The throne is within you.” Said a Spiritualistic teacher, as the “spiritual consciousness” awoke 
within him, “My fellowmen, all were unfallen demigods.” And another declares, “Any just and perfect 
being is Christ.”  {2MCP 722.2}

“Vain deceit” fills the minds of poor mortals. They think there is such power in themselves to accomplish 
great works that they realize no necessity of a higher power. Their principles and faith are “after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”  {2MCP 723.3}

Jesus has not taught them this philosophy. Nothing of the kind can be found in His teachings. He did 
not direct the minds of poor mortals to themselves, to a power which they possessed. He was ever 
directing their minds to God, the Creator of the universe, as the source of their strength and wisdom. 
Special warning is given in verse 18: “Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility 
and worshiping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his 
fleshly mind.”--1T 297 (1862).

     Healing: Magnetism, Reflexology, etc.
Thousands are conversing with, and receiving instructions from, this demon-god, (Satan) and acting 
according to his teachings. The world, which is supposed to be benefited so much by phrenology and 
animal magnetism, never was so corrupt. Satan uses these very things to destroy virtue and lay the 
foundation of Spiritualism.--Testimonies, vol. 1, pp. 296, 297. (1862)  {Ev 604.1}

These Satanic agents claim to cure disease. They attribute their power to electricity, magnetism, or the 
so-called “sympathetic remedies,” while in truth they are but channels for Satan’s electric currents. By 
this means he casts his spell over the bodies and souls of men.--Signs of the Times, March 24, 1887.  
{Ev 609.1}

Sympathetic remedies: “Sympathetic: existing or operating through a real or assumed affinity, 
interdependence, or mutual association in which the condition of one thing influences sometimes in an 
occult way that of a separate unrelated thing”

Hypnotism – NLP
Satan often finds a powerful agency for evil in the power which one human mind is capable of exerting 
on another human mind. This influence is so seductive, that the person who is being molded by it is 
often unconscious of its power. God has bidden me speak warning against this evil, that His servants 
may not come under the deceptive power of Satan. The enemy is a master worker, and if God’s people 
are not constantly led by the Spirit of God, they will be snared and taken.  {LLM 228.2}
     For thousands of years Satan has been experimenting upon the properties of the human mind, and 
he has learned to know it well. By his subtle workings, in these last days, he is linking the human mind 
with his own, imbuing it with his thoughts, and he is doing this work in so deceptive a manner that those 
who accept his guidance know not that they are being led by him at his will. The great deceiver hopes 
so to confuse the minds of men and women, that none but his voice will be heard.  {LLM 228.3}

Theological Twist on Innate Power:
A very subtle form of the “Innate power” concept.  Goes something like this: if we understand right, the 
power is within us to do right.  Recently in a sermon: “If you accept Christ, you are already holy – you 



just need to learn to live that out.”

Evolution
Spiritualism teaches “that man is the creature of progression; that it is his destiny from his birth to 
progress, even to eternity, toward the Godhead.” {GC 554.1}

Where is all of this leading?
Preparing for the “Masterpiece of Deception”…
Little by little he has prepared the way for his masterpiece of deception in the development of spiritualism. He 
has not yet reached the full accomplishment of his designs; but it will be reached in the last remnant of time.  GC 
561

The Personation of Christ…
     As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will personate Christ. The church has long 
professed to look to the Saviour’s advent as the consummation of her hopes. Now the great deceiver will make it 
appear that Christ has come. In different parts of the earth, Satan will manifest himself among men as a majestic 
being of dazzling brightness, resembling the description of the Son of God given by John in the Revelation. (Rev. 
1:13-15). The glory that surrounds him is unsurpassed by anything that mortal eyes have yet beheld. The shout of 
triumph rings out upon the air: “Christ has come! Christ has come!”  {LDE 163.2}
     The people prostrate themselves in adoration before him, while he lifts up his hands and pronounces a blessing 
upon them, as Christ blessed His disciples when He was upon the earth. His voice is soft and subdued, yet full 
of melody. In gentle, compassionate tones he presents some of the same gracious, heavenly truths which the 
Saviour uttered; he heals the diseases of the people, and then, in his assumed character of Christ, he claims to 
have changed the Sabbath to Sunday, and commands all to hallow the day which he has blessed.--GC 624 (1911).  
{LDE 163-164}

     Satan sees that he is about to lose his case. He cannot sweep in the whole world. He makes one last desperate 
effort to overcome the faithful by deception. He does this in personating Christ. He clothes himself with the 
garments of royalty which have been accurately described in the vision of John. He has power to do this. He will 
appear to his deluded followers, the Christian world who received not the love of the truth but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness (transgression of the law), as Christ coming the second time.  {LDE 164.1}
     He proclaims himself Christ, and he is believed to be Christ, a beautiful, majestic being clothed with majesty 
and, with soft voice and pleasant words, with glory unsurpassed by anything their mortal eyes had yet beheld. 
Then his deceived, deluded followers set up a shout of victory, “Christ has come the second time! Christ has 
come! He has lifted up His hands just as He did when He was upon the earth, and blessed us.”. . .  {LDE 164.2}
     The saints look on with amazement. Will they also be deceived? Will they worship Satan? Angels of God are 
about them. A clear, firm, musical voice is heard, “Look up.”  {LDE 164.3}
     There was one object before the praying ones--the final and eternal salvation of their souls. This object 
                                                                            165
was before them constantly--that immortal life was promised to those who endure unto the end. Oh, how earnest 
and fervent had been their desires. The judgment and eternity were in view. Their eyes by faith were fixed on the 
blazing throne, before which the white-robed ones were to stand. This restrained them from the indulgence of sin. 
. . .  {LDE 164.4}



     One effort more, and then Satan’s last device is employed. He hears the unceasing cry for Christ to come, for 
Christ to deliver them. This last strategy is to personate Christ, and make them think their prayers are answered.-
-Ms 16, 1884.  {LDE 165.1}

An Amazing Attack Against Sabbath Keepers is Coming!
     The miracle-working power manifested through spiritualism will exert its influence against those who choose 
to obey God rather than men. Communications from the spirits will declare that God has sent them to convince 
the rejecters of Sunday of their error, affirming that the laws of the land should be obeyed as the law of God. They 
will lament the great wickedness in the world and second the testimony of religious teachers that the degraded 
state of morals is caused by the desecration of Sunday. Great will be the indignation excited against all who refuse 
to accept their testimony.  {GC 590-591}

Protection From Spiritualism
1.  Recognize the Deception
“There is nothing that the great deceiver fears so much as that we shall become acquainted with his devices.”  The Great 
Controversy, p. 516

2.  Importance of Doctrine
“Among the most successful agencies of the great deceiver are the delusive doctrines and lying wonders of 
Spiritualism. Disguised as an angel of light, he spreads his nets where least suspected. If men would but study the 
word of God with earnest prayer that they might understand its teachings, they would not be left in darkness to 
receive false doctrines. But as they reject the truth, they fall a prey to these deceptions.”  4SP 347

“Says the prophet: “I saw three unclean spirits like frogs; . . . they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, 
which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day 
of God Almighty.” Revelation 16:13, 14. Except those who are kept by the power of God, through faith in His 
word, the whole world will be swept into the ranks of this delusion. The people are fast being lulled to a fatal 
security, to be awakened only by the outpouring of the wrath of God.”  Great Controversy 561-562

The foundation for the success of Spiritualism has been laid in the assertions that have been made from the pulpits 
of our land. The ministers have proclaimed as Bible doctrines falsehoods that have originated with the arch 
deceiver.  {Ev 603}

Those who oppose the teachings of spiritualism are assailing, not men alone, but Satan and his angels. They have 
entered upon a contest against principalities and powers and wicked spirits in high places. Satan will not yield 
one inch of ground except as he is driven back by the power of heavenly messengers. The people of God should 
be able to meet him, as did our Saviour, with the words: “It is written.” Satan can quote Scripture now as in the 
days of Christ, and he will pervert its teachings to sustain his delusions. Those who would stand in this time of 
peril must understand for themselves the testimony of the Scriptures.  GC 559

Spiritualists are increasing in numbers. They will come to men who have the truth as Satan came to Christ, 
tempting them to manifest their power and work miracles, and give evidence of their being favored of God, and 
of their being the people who have the truth. . . . The only safety for the people of God is to be thoroughly 
conversant with their Bibles, and be intelligent upon the reasons of our faith in regard to the sleep of the 



dead.  {Ev 604.2}

     When Satan has undermined faith in the Bible, he directs men to other sources for light and power. Thus he 
insinuates himself. Those who turn from the plain teaching of Scripture and the convicting power of God’s 
Holy Spirit, are inviting the control of demons. Criticism and speculation concerning the Scriptures have 
opened the way for Spiritualism and Theosophy--those modernized forms of ancient heathenism--to gain a 
foothold even in the professed churches of our Lord Jesus Christ.  {Ev 591-592}

3.  Do Not Enter Into Your Own Investigation of Spiritualistic Materials
     We are not to attend their circles, neither are our ministers to engage in controversy with them. They are 
of that class specified whom we should not invite into our houses or bid them Godspeed. We have to compare 
their teachings with the revealed will of God. We are not to engage in an investigation of spiritualism. God has 
investigated this for us, and told us definitely that a class would arise in the last days who would deny Christ who 
has purchased them with His own blood. The character of spiritualists is so plainly described that we need 
not be deceived by them. If we obey the divine injunction we shall have no sympathy with spiritualists, however 
smooth and fair may be their words. {Con 91.1}

4.  Beware of Who Your Teachers Are
     God will not entrust the care of His precious flock to men whose mind and judgment have been weakened by 
former errors that they have cherished, such as so-called perfectionism [SEE APPENDIX.] and Spiritualism, and 
who, by their course while in these errors, have disgraced themselves and brought reproach upon the cause of 
truth. Although they may now feel free from error and competent to go forth and to teach this last message, God 
will not accept them. He will not entrust precious souls to their care; for their judgment was perverted while in 
error, and is now weakened. The great and holy One is a jealous God, and He will have holy men to carry His 
truth. The holy law spoken by God from Sinai as a part of Himself, and holy men who are its strict observers will 
alone honor Him by teaching it to others.  {EW 101.2-102

I have seen that some who have been deceived and led into this error will be brought out into the light of truth, but 
it will be almost impossible for them to get entirely rid of the deceptive power of Spiritualism. Such should make 
thorough work in confessing their errors and leaving them forever.  EW 77-78

How to be delivered from Spiritualism

     When poor souls have been fascinated with the eloquent words of the teachers of Spiritualism, and they have 
yielded to its influence, and afterward found out its deadly character, and would renounce and flee from it, some 
cannot. Satan holds them by his power, and he is not willing to let them go free. He knows that they are surely 
his while he has them under his special control. But if they once free themselves from his power, he can never 
bring them again to believe in Spiritualism, and so directly under his control. The only way for such poor souls 
to overcome Satan, is to discern between pure Bible truth and fables. As they acknowledge the claims of truth, 
they place themselves where they can be helped. They should entreat those who are experienced, and have faith, 
to plead with the mighty Deliverer in their behalf. It will be a close conflict. Satan will reinforce his evil angels 
who have controlled the individuals; but if the saints of God with deep humility fast and pray, their prayers will 
prevail. Jesus will commission holy angels to resist Satan, and he will be driven back, and his power broken from 
off the afflicted ones. Mark ix, 29. “And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer 



and fasting.”  {4bSG 103.2}

     There are few who have any just conception of the deceptive power of spiritualism and the danger of coming 
under its influence. Many tamper with it merely to gratify their curiosity. They have no real faith in it and would be 
filled with horror at the thought of yielding themselves to the spirits’ control. But they venture upon the forbidden 
ground, and the mighty destroyer exercises his power upon them against their will. Let them once be induced to 
submit their minds to his direction, and he holds them captive. It is impossible, in their own strength, to break 
away from the bewitching, alluring spell. Nothing but the power of God, granted in answer to the earnest prayer 
of faith, can deliver these ensnared souls.  {GC 558.2}


